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Enclosed is a copy of our Deposit Account Statement of 12/30/99. Please see the 
highlighted charges on Serial Number 09/448,144 for $270.00 with Fee Code #103 and 
$260.00 with Fee Code #104, 



We believe Claim #16 to be Improper and not Multiple Dependent. It refers back to 
the same set of Claims (6-15) twice, but for different reasons. In any event it should only be 
counted as 10 claims and not 20. Please investigate these charges and refund $270.00 for extra 
claims and $260.00 for the Multiple Dependent Claim fee. 

Please refund a Total of $530.00 to deposit Account #150030. 

Copies of the appropriate paper work are attached. 

If you have questions please do not hesitate to contact me. My phone number is 703/412- 

6452. 

With best regards, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



■ . NOISWa Beverly J. Davison 

QNLLMnOOOV Jd0O3U' Accountin § Department 



MONTHLY STATEMENT 
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ts ConwnttfllorMr of Patanta * Trademark*. 



NORMAN F. OBLON 

CRYSTAL SQUARE FIVE, SUITE 
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ARLINGTON VA 22202 
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OD. INDICATES OVERDRAWN 



(c) When more than one daim is presented, they may be placed in 
dependent form in which a daim may refer back to and further restrict a single 
preceding daim. Claims in dependent form shall be construed to indude all 
the limitations of the claim incorporated by reference into the dependent 
claim. 

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

37 CFR 1.75(c) reads as follows for applications filed on 
and after January 24, 1978. 

37 CFR L 75. Claimfs). 



^>AKTS. FORM. AND CONTENT OF AfA^ON 

*>8.01(n) 

claim. Furthermore, a multiple dependent daim mav 
serve as a basis for any other multiple dependent daim ^ 
directly or indirectly. These limitations help to avoid ^dtT 
confusion in determining how many prior claims are actual!* 
referred to in a multiple dependent claim. 

A multiple dependent claim which depends from another 
multiple dependent daim should be objected to by osin 
Form Paragraph 7.45. 8 

1 7. 45 Improper Multiple Dependent Claims 

Oaim (ll objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper f rm 
because a multiple dependent daim (2J. See MPEP 608.0 l(n). Accordingly 

f 3 1 has not Ivra fiinhM* tmtMl 



'.of thistorm of daim is considered to positively and dearly in- 
dude ail the elements or steps recited therein as a pan of the 
claimed combination. 

For rejections not based on prior art. see MPEP § 706.03. 

608.01(n) Dependent Claims 

37 CFR 1.75(c) reads as follows for applications filed prior 
to January 24. 1978: 



(c) one or more claims may be presemed in dependent form, referring 
back to and further limiting another daim or daims in the same application. 
Any dependent daim which refen to more than one other daim ( multiple 
dependent cUim) shall re^ A 
multiple depeadeat daim shall not serve at a ban for any other multiple 
dependent claim. For fee calculation purposes under § U6. a multiple 
dependent daim will be oonadcred to be that oumber of daima to which ■ 
direct reference b made thcr^ - 
depending from a multiple dependent daim wfll be considered to be that 
number of daims to which direct reference is made in that multiple dependent 
daim. In addition to the other filing fees, any original application which ta 
filed with, or is amended to indude. multiple dependent daims must have 
paid therein the fee set forth in § 1.16(d). daims independent form snail be 
construed to indude all the limitations of the daim incorporated by reference 
into (he dependent daim. A multiple dependent daim shall be construed to 
incorporate by reference all the limitations of each of the particular ^'-t in 
relation to which it is being considered. 



Generally, a multiple dependent daim is a dependent 
claim which refers bade in the alternative to more than one 
preceding independent or dependent dafan , 

The second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 112 has been revised 
in view of the multiple dependent claim practice introduced 
by the Patent Cooperation treaty. Thus,35U;S.C. 112authr> 
rizes multiple dependent daims in applications filed on and 
after January 24, 1978, as long as they are in the alternative 
form (e.g., U A machine according to claims 3 or 4, further com- 
prising — Cumulative claiming (cg./A machine accord- 
ing to daims 3 and 4. further comprising — 99 ) is not per- 
rained. A multiple dependent daim may refer in the alterna- 
cive to only one set of daims. A.daimsuchas**Adewce asia 
daims L 2, 3, or 4, made by a process of daims 5, 6, 7, or 8* is 
improper. Section 112 allows reference to only a particular 



(3) has not been further treated on the merits. 

Examiner's Note: 

1. In bracket 2. insert -should refer to other claims in the alternative 
only* and/or. "cannot depend from any other multiple dependent daim.4" 

1 Use this paragraph rather than 35 US.C 1 11 fifth paragraph. 

3. In bracket 3. insert "the daim has or these ^»'™t have." 

Assume each claim example given below is from a differ- 
ent application. 

ACCEPTABLE MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 
WORDING 

Claim 5. A gadget according to claims 3 or 4, further com- 
prising — 

Oaim 5. Agadget as in any one of the preceding claims, in 
which — 

Oaim 3. A gadget as in either claim 1 or claim 2, further 
comprising — 

Claim 4. Agadget as in claim 2 or 3, further comprising - 
Claim 16. Agadget as in claims L 7, 12, or 15, further com- 
prising — 

Claim 5. A gadget as in any of the preceding claims, in 
which — 

Claim 8. A gadget as in one of claims 4-7, in which 

Claim 5. A gadget as in any preceding claim, in which 

Claim 10. A gadget as in any of claims 1-3 or 7-9, in 
which — 

Claim 1L A gadget as in any one of daims 1, 2, or 7- 10 in- 
dusive, in which — 

UNACCEPTABLE MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 
WORDING 

A. Claim does nor refer hack in th* Mternariw* fl n |y 

Claim S. A gadget according to claim 3 and 4, further 

comprising — 

Claim 9. A gadget according to daims 1-3, in which — 
Claim 9. A gadget as in claims lor 2 and 7 or 8, which — 

Claim 6. Agadget as in the preceding daims or which 

Claim 6. a gadget as in claims 1114 and/or 5. in 

which — 

Claim 10. A gadget as in claims 1-3 or 7-9, in which — 
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15. The method of manufacturing said separator of said 
proton exchange fuel cell according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step of: 

after recovering said separator substrate, pulverizing 
and resolving said recovered separator substrate electrically, 
mechanically or chemically; and 

reusing material of said recovered separator substrate 
in manufacturing said separator of said proton exchange fuel 
cell, 

16. The separator of a proton exchange fuel cell 
according to one of claims 6 - 15, wherein: 

said separator is manufactured by using said method of 
manufacturing said separator of said proton exchange fuel 
cell according to one of claims 6-15. 



